
Green Economy and the Consumer Protection Act 

The world is moving towards the green economy to protect planet earth from harm caused by our 

production and consumption patterns for the benefit of future generations. It is important for business to 

align itself with the principles of going green in relation to the provisions of the Consumer Protection Act 

(CPA).  

 

What is Green Economy? 

Green Economy is a term to describe a path of economic growth that is environmentally sustainable. It 

includes amongst other things reducing depletion of natural resources caused by economic activity. 

 

What is the aim of Green Economy? 

The aim of the Green Economy is to establish a sustainable economy that uses natural resources 

efficiently and has a lower environmental impact. The aim is to develop new, sustainable patterns of 

production and consumption to ensure prosperity and a high quality of life for the next generations.    

Going green reduces air pollution and environmental toxins that could affect our body's immune 

system and expose us to diseases and fatal illnesses. Another advantage of going green is that it helps 

decrease the number of pollutants released to the environment resulting in protecting the environmental 

well-being.  

 

Green Economy in relation to the CPA 

Waste management is one aspect that has a great impact on achieving a green economy. Our focus 

will be on waste management as it is one aspect that is covered in the Consumer Protection Act placing 

an obligation on the business sector to comply with.   

Waste could be defined as something that nobody wants at a particular moment in time and that needs 

to be disposed of. The government supports the approach to waste management, by promoting cleaner 

production, waste minimisation, reuse, recycling and waste treatment, with disposal seen as a last 

resort in the management of waste.  

 



Section 59 of CPA gives guidance about the recovery and safe disposal of designated products or 

components.  

 (1) If any national legislation prohibits the disposal or deposit of any particular goods, or any 

component, remnants, containers or packaging of any goods, into a common waste collection system- 

a) Any person who in the ordinary course of business supplies goods of that kind to consumers, 

must accept the return of any such goods, components, remnants, containers or packaging 

from any person, without charge to the consumer, irrespective of whether that person supplied 

the particular object to that particular consumer, and 

b)  Any person who in the ordinary course of business imports or distributes any such goods as 

part of the supply chain by which those goods reach the consumer, must in turn accept the 

return of any such goods, components, remnants, containers or packaging from any supplier 

contemplated in (a).  

 

Adopting greener compliance practices 

The above sections in essence are in support of the green economy. The Hazardous Waste Fact Sheet 

from the Department of Forest, Fisheries, Environment provides a list of some of the products that need 

to be safely disposed to protect the lives of consumers as well as the environment we live in. It must be 

noted that the list is not exhaustive. Such goods include the following:  

Paints, Pesticides, Electrical and electronic equipment, Batteries, Chemicals, Pharmaceuticals, Aerosols, 

Drum, Glue, Sludge, Solvents, Mercury containing waste, Cleaning agents etc.    

 

These concepts require a radical mind shift both from the side of the business and on the consumer. It is 

incumbent on business to inform consumers on how to disposes of these items and to provide resources 

for such disposal at no cost to consumers.  

  

 

 


