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CONSUMER ALERT: MANAGEMENT OF SPENT DRY CELL BATTERIES IN SOUTH AFRICA        

WHAT ARE DRY CELL BATTERIES, AND 

HOW DO YOU USE THEM? 

Dry cell batteries are batteries that have no 

freestanding bodies or pools of liquid 

electrolyte (their electrolyte is contained by an 

absorbent or separator material and is mostly 

in an aqueous, organic, or inorganic salt 

solution) and which can operate in any 

orientation without spilling, making them suited 

for any application even portable equipment.  

Dry cell batteries (also known as household 

batteries) are used daily by most people in 

devices such as radios, remote controllers, 

toys, flashlights and lanterns, games, watches, 

calculators, hearing aids, cameras, 

telephones, and other communication devices. 

Larger batteries are used in electric motor 

vehicles, commercial and industrial, military, 

and other applications. 

WHY SHOULD YOU BE CONCERNED 

ABOUT DRY CELL BATTERIES? 

Batteries have been identified as a concern 

material in the waste stream, and their 

chemistry has been connected to their 

environmental implications. Dry-cell batteries 

are available in a variety of sizes, forms, and 

chemical compositions.  As a result, it makes it 

difficult and costly to sort and reprocess them. 

Batteries have nickel and cadmium, for 

example, which are extremely poisonous 

substances that can harm both individuals and 

the environment. The bulk of Spent Dry Cell 

Batteries (SDCBs) in South Africa still end up 

in landfills. They have the potential to have 

deplorable environmental consequences when 

disposed of in landfills, depending on their 

chemical compositions. 

Batteries have the potential to leach these 

harmful heavy metals into the surrounding soil, 

surface, and groundwater in poorly managed 

landfills. They have the potential to pollute soil 

and water, as well as damage wildlife. 

Cadmium, for example, can harm soil 

microorganisms and slow the degradation of 

organic waste. It can also bioaccumulate in 

fish, causing them to become scarce and unfit 

for human consumption. 

From a risk management standpoint, it makes 

sense to remove heavy metal-containing 

products from the waste stream before they 

reach a landfill. This is especially critical 

considering the rising demand for electronic 

devices and the batteries that power them. 

Batteries in household waste contaminate 

biodegradable materials, posing a difficulty if 

the waste is meant for processing to recover 

the organic component (mainly food and 

garden waste). 
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WHAT IS A CONSUMER'S 

RESPONSIBILITY WHEN IT COMES TO 

BATTERIES? 

In the absence of a viable take-back system 

and recycling facilities for batteries in the 

country, consumers are left with few options for 

disposing of these batteries.  As a result, 

consumers are already free to dispose of these 

batteries with regular household rubbish. 

Depending on where you live in the country, 

however, some towns have set up 

neighborhood garden sites or garbage drop-off 

hubs where residents can drop off specific 

waste streams. 

So, before you dispose of your batteries with 

other household rubbish, check with your local 

municipal offices to see if any nearby waste 

drop-off centers accept batteries. Consumers 

may therefore also check with their 

neighbourhood battery retailers if they are not 

offering this service. This service is usually 

offered at no cost to consumers.  

PROHIBITIONS AND LIMITATIONS ON THE 

DISPOSAL OF BATTERIES 

The National Norms and Standards for Waste 

Disposal to Landfill (GN No. R. 636 of August 

23, 2013) provides for an eight-year grace 

period before the prohibitions and limits on the 

disposal of batteries other than lead-acid 

batteries to the landfill. 

WHAT DOES THE CPA SAY? 

When items reach their end-of-life, Section 59 

of the Consumer Protection Act (CPA), 2008 

(Act 68 of 2008) pushes for a mandatory take-

back mechanism.  

Because the National Norms and Standards for 

the Disposal of Waste to Landfill impose an 

eight-year prohibition and restriction on the 

disposal of other batteries to landfills, these 

Norms and Standards serve as national 

legislation and thus give effect to section 59 of 

the CPA. By implication, this indicates that after 

the end of the eight-year period (i.e. in 2021), 

users will be able to return their batteries to the 

manufacturers. 

WHAT CONSUMERS SHOULD DO? 

o Consumers are urged to pay attention to 

this alert by noting the contents and 

exercising caution when disposing of the 

batteries; 

o Consumers are also asked to spread the 

word to their communities to protect their 

environment by safely disposing of used 

batteries; 

o Consumers are also requested to play their 

role as highlighted in this alert; and  

o Consumers may contact the NCC contact 

centre if they have clarity seeking 

questions on (012) 428 7000. 


