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CONSUMER ALERT:  SOUTH AFRICA’S PLASTIC CARRIER BAGS AND PLASTIC FLAT BAGS 

REGULATIONS AS AMENDED 

Attention is drawn to all South African Consumers 

on South Africa’s Plastic Carrier Bags and Plastic 

Flat Bags Regulations as amended (published 

under Government Notice R.625 in Government 

Gazette 24839 of 9 May 2003).  The consequences 

of plastic waste on the ecosystem and our health 

are far-reaching and potentially fatal.  Plastic 

products are more likely to end up in our ocean than 

reusable options.  The South African government 

aims to join the world in the global fight against 

marine litter and plastic pollution. The government 

regulations aim to green the economy by enhancing 

the quality of plastic carrier bags and plastic flat 

bags and by reducing the volume and impact of 

plastic products on the environment. 

Through the regulations on plastic carrier bags and 

plastic flat bags, different measures are being 

applied to different products. These measures are 

proportionate and customized to get the most 

effective results, and also take into account if more 

sustainable alternatives are available. 

The regulations prohibit the “manufacture, trade, or 

commercial distribution of domestically produced or 

imported plastic carrier bags and plastic flat bags, 

for use within the Republic of South Africa, other 

than those which comply with the Compulsory 

Specification for Plastic Carrier Bags and Flat Bags 

– VC 8087 -2013.”  The recycled content or ‘post-

consumer recyclate’ material is used in the 

manufacturing process informed by input material 

arising from waste generated by households or by 

commercial, industrial, and institutional 

facilities.  These regulations are relative to section 

59 of the Consumer Protection Act (CPA) which 

emphasizes “recovery and safe disposal of 

designated products or components.” 

As a result, plastic carrier bags and plastic flat bags 

must be made from a minimum of 50% post-

consumer recyclate from 1 January 2023, 75% of 

recycled materials from the start of 2025, and must 

comprise 100% post-consumer recyclate from 1 

January 2027.  Failure to comply with the 

regulations is punishable by law.  Any person who 

contravenes the regulations could face a fine not 

exceeding R5 million or five years imprisonment. In 

the case of a second or subsequent conviction, the 

person could be imprisoned for up to 10 years or 

face a R10 million fine. 

imprisoned for up to 10 years or face a R10 million fine. 

BE A GREEN CONSUMER 

Green consumers help the environment and businesses with reusable grocery bags.  Consumers are alerted 

to become green consumers by complying with these regulations by reusing plastic carrier bags or by bringing 

their own bags for shopping. Bringing your own bag to shopping helps to lessen the negative environmental 

impact of disposable plastic bags thus also contributing to greening the economy which in turn contributes to 

sustainable development for future generations. 
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